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A Serious A DMON ITI 0 N 70 
 #hoſe who are preſs'd to offer 
themſelves to Cour rmatio *. 


a 4 7 Brebre in Friends, 


N 18 of infinite lmportance both to your 
12 in this World, and to by 
ppineſs in the other, that you 
Gp Notions of RzL1cion. . You 
; therefore in part this fincere At- 
Ja allt ou herein. The Devil hath been 
ever buſy to off Mens Attention from real and 
true ber z and to amuſe them with Rztes 
and Forms, and things of a _ ceremonial Nature, 
which have really nothing of Religion, j in them. 
He firſt deceives, and then deſtroys. 

If we look into the Pagan World, we "fre Men | 
dancing round ugly Idols ; howling, weeping, cut- 
ting . themſelves with To 3 committing the 
molt filthy and abominable Acts; ſacrificing one a- 
nother; Nea, throwing their own ſtruggli wy 
ſhricking Babes into the Arms of a burning 
to be there tortur'd' and conſum'd, — And t 
with them is RRTI Io: Tis done for their Soul's 
Health and to expiate their Sins, and reconcile em 
to their Gods. 

If we i the Jew ih World, there we ſee 
them my buſy' in 3 Garments, Hands and 


co 3 


Fad 
- dare not touch this Thing, nor eat 
5 that, befor of being defiled ; and * | 
exact in T1 —— Pot- Herbs, Mint, Anniſe and 
Cummin. —— This with them is ReLicion ; and 
thus they hope to reconcile themſelves to Gov, YN 
and ſecure the Divine Favour. 
If we look further into Popiſb Countries, we ſee 
. diſguis'd under other monſtrous and 
odd Forms. Be punctual to your Beads; come of- 
ten to Confeſſion and Maſs ; be ſtrict in your Pe- 
narices, liberal to the Prieſt, zealous againſt Here- 
ticks ; hate, kill, damn, as far as *tis i in your power, 
all who are not of your Church. And This 
will prove you to be religious; This is for your 
Soul's Health; This is what fits you for the Pre- 
ſence of God, the Company of Angels, for that 
State of perfect Wiſdom, Love, Peace, . in 
Heaven by Jeſus Chriſt, 
e 8 nearer Home. What is it to be re- 
Tigions with Multitudes amongſt our ſelves ? Why, 
to have been baptiz'd into this true and eftabliſh'd 
Church of England; to have had Godfathers and 
Godmothers, and the Sign 'of the Croſs; to have 
been confirm*d by the Biſhop, and ſolemnly de- 
clared regenerated and forgiven by this A mbaſſador 
of Chriſt; to keep conſtantly one's Church; to 
come often to the Sacrament, never to a Con- 
venticle, to take the Euchariſt in our laſt Sickneſs; 
and in the Name of the Holy Trinity to be abſolv'd 
by the Prieſt; to have Burial read over us, and to 
lie inter? d and rotting in Holy Ground. Theſe 
ſeem to be the chief Things which Multitudes a- 
2 us mean by REericion: Theſe they count 
highly profitable, if not neceſſary to their Souls 
Health; and a Defe& in ſuch Things ſhall often- 
times Fre greater Uneaſineſs and Offence than De- 
a moral kind. 


The 


: (15:0) 

The Diſcourſes and Conduct of many of our 
Clergy too manifeſtly cheriſh this dangerous Miſ- 
take, What a Streſs do they lay upon Rites, 
Form,, Habits, Places of Worſhip, and various 
other ay + of which the Scriptures ſay not a 
Word; infuſing into Mens Minds a ſuperſtitious 
Veneration for them, and treating thoſe who diſlike 
'em, and who worſhip God in a more primitive and 
ſcriptural way, with Anger and Contempt. : 
But, dear Brethren and Friends, be not deceiv'd by 
ſuch Amuſements as theſe. Gop is not mockd. 
Remember the Words of our great Lawgiver and 
JuCge: In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
oftrines the Commanaments of Men, If you have 
no Religion but his, as ſure as God is in Heaven, 
| you can never get thither. True ReLicion is 
ſomething far different from all This; it conſiſts 
in the right Knowledge, ſincere Love and Imita- 
tion of the bJ:jed Gop ; in an Heart dead to the 
Honours, Riches and Pleaſures of this preſent. 
World, thro? a real Belief of the Doctrines of Chriſt; 
it conſiſts in the ſubduing our Appetites, the righ&. 
Government of our Paſſions, the Practice of uni 
verſal Righteouſneſs, Temperance, Meekneſs, Sc. 
and ina pure and unfeigned Love to Men of all 
Countries; and to Chriſtians of all Parties and 
Denominations around us. Withouta Temper and; 
Conduct thus form'd after the Pattern and Laws 
of Jeſus Chriſt, neither the Hands of an hundred 
Biſhops, nor the Abſolution of a thouſand Prieſts can 
do you the leaſt good. They may with great- 
ſeeming Solemnity pronounce you forgiven, and in 
the Name of the ſacred Trinity aſſure you of the. 
Divine Favour : — but *tis to your infinite peril, 
Chriſtians, if you lay any dels on ſuch religicus 
Charms; they are but Hood, Hay, Stubble, which 
ſuperſtitious and defigning Men have built upon 
the Chriſtian W and will never ſtand 30 


(4) 3 
Fire of the laſt great and trying Day, but be miſe- 


rably burnt up. The Kingdom of God or TRUE 


RELTOION ig not Meat and Drink, (i. e. conſiſts not 
in Rites and Forms, and ceremonial Obſervances) 


but Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


And be that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, (of what 


Party or Sect ſoever he be) this is the Man that is 


accepted of God; and however he be now caſt out 


and reproach'd, he will fin: lily be approved and ho- 


nour'd of Men. Rom. xiv. 17, 18. 
The Occaſion of my offering you theſe Reflec- 
tions at preſent, is the great Stir the Clergy around 


you are making to bring their Pariſhioners to be 


confirm*d by the Biſhop. How highly they extol 
it; and with what Earneſtneſs preſs it both publick - 
ly and from Houſe to Houſe ; ſometimes by 
Threats, ſometimes by fair Words conſtraining young 
and old to come and receive this Epiſcopal Grace; 
your ſelves can bear em witneſs. But that all 


this Zeal is either Artiſice and Trick; or elſe, I- 


norance and Superſtiticn, the following Dialogue will 
help you to perceive. I thought it needful to ex- 
poſe in a true Light, thoſe Claims of Epiſcopal and 
Þrieftly Authority, becauſe I am — they 
are of very dangerous Conſequence, a Snare to the 
weak ; an Offence to the Wiſe; an Artifice of 
the Devil to lull Men aſleep in Vice; ſubverſive 
of the Peace and good Order of our State; and 
highly injurious and diſgraceful to our Religion. 
Il am confirm'd in this Perſuaſion by a little Book 
which is induſtriouſly ſcatter d by the Prieſts on 
theſe Occaſions, intitled, Short Inſtructions for them 


that are preparing for Confirmation, by way of Que- 


ion and Anſwer, &c. . 

*Tis there ask d, pag. 6. By what Authority was 
Confirmation inſtituted in the Church * Anſw. Our. 
Eburch hath declared concerning Confirmation, (Can, 
60.) that it hath been a ſolemn, ancient, OW. 85 
. on 0 WOW ns or pang 


( 
i 


dable Cuſtom, continued from the 


(99 


Apoſtles Times, that” 
all Biſhops ſhould lay their Hands upon Children bhap- 
tized and inſirutted in the Catechiſm of Chriſtian. 
Religion, praying over them and bleſſing them, that 

they may receive the Holy Ghoſt, A Confutation of 
this, ſee in ſome of the following Pages. 


In the fame Page you are taught, That by the 


Prayers and Impofition of the Biſhops hands God 
conveys THE SPECIAL GIFTS AND GRACES of bis 
holy Spirit, and thereby confirms every worthy Can- 
didate Now what makes a Perſon a worthy 


Candidate, the Office itſelf has expreſsly determin'd, 


viz. the being able to ſay the ſhort Catechiſm ; and a 


renewing the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow which was 


made for him in Baptiſm, &c. To every Perſon who 
does this, the Inſtructor affirms, God by the Bi- 


' ſhop's hands conveys the ſpecial Gifts and Graces, + 


&c. even theſe ſeven-fold Gifts ;, 1. Wiſdom. 2. Un- 
derſtanding. 3. Counſel, 4. Ghoſtly Strength. 5. 
Knowledge. 6. True Godlineſs. 7. Holy Fear. There 

is doubtleſs ſomething myſtical in the Number 
SEveN, elſe why ſhould the Inſtructor puzzle his 
own and his Pupil's Brains with a curious Diſtinc- 
tion betwixt Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Counſel, and 
Knowledge.— With equal Propriety as theſe Gifts 
are made ſeven, they might have been made ſeven- 

teen, or even ſeventy : But becauſe ſeven is rec- 
kon'd a ſacred Number, and we read of ſeven Spi- 


rits before the Throne, Rev. i. 4. ſeven Stars, ſeven 


Lamps, &c. the Myſtery ſeven muſt be here ſpied 
out in the Church's Office; tho' ſhe, good Lady! 


(i. e. three or four pious, but fallible Men, who 


drew up this Office) never dreamt, I 2 that 
any ſuch Myſtery would by the Wiſdom of After- 


Ages be diſcover'd therein.— If one were diſpoſed 


critically to remark, it might be aſk'd, How true 


Godlineſs comes to be here reckon'd amongſt the 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit ? It belongs ſurely to the 


other 


(6 * 

other Head, of its Graces, not its Gifts ; and thus 
the Iuſtructor, himſelf, pag. 11. calls it 
That Ga Acx by which, &c. But as the myſtical 
and perfect Number ſeven could not elſe have been 
found in this Prayer of the Church, tis preſum'd 
that by the candid Reader ſuch an Abſurdity may 
be overlook d. 

Pag. 14. Tis aſk'd, Q. Is the Haly Ghoſt g iven 
Now in laying on of Hands as to the firſt Chriſtians "> 
A. Tes, the Holy Ghoſt (i.e. the Gifts of the Holy 
Gbeſt) is as TRULY given in laying on of Hands 
Now, as to the firſt Chriſtians, tho not altogether in 
the ſame Manner or Degree. And in ſeveral other 
parts of this Performance the Perſon confirm'd is 
conſider d as having by that Rite undoubtedly re- 
ceit?d the Holy Ghoſt. — So that, in ſhort, the 
plain Deſign of theſe Inſtructions, and of the Cler- 
gy in ſcattering them, and of their cheriſhing in 


the People ſuch a Veneration for this Rite, is to in- 


culcate a Belief, That the Biſhops are even now, by 
laying on their Hands, and Prayer, able truly and 
indeed to give the Holy C A Belief, which 
when God in his great Diſpleaſure to theſe ſinful 
Lands ſhall give them up to ſo ſtrong a Deluſion 
as to admit, we ſhall be then ripe for-the vileſt Sla- 
very, and be again curs'd with Eccleſiaſtical T- 
ranny and Chains. A full Refutation of theſe e- 
normous Pretenſions you will find in the enſuing 
Dialogue. t 
I am perſuaded ſome of the moſt exceliett of our 
Biſhops and Prieſts diſclaim ſuch Pretenſions, and 
think ſoberly of the Powers given them by God: 
And ſuch will not, I hope, be offended at the Free- 
dom here taken, with the extravagant Claims which 
are made in their Names. I unfeignedly reverence. 
the learned, the wiſe, and the ſober of that Order; 
and think a faithful and good Clergy, who ſhall 
teach Men true Virtue, and by their Diſcourſes 
keep the People from the wrong Opinions and Prac- 


tice, 
i 


*. # 


1y lead them, to great Bleſſing to à Nation, 
and as uſeful Miniſters in ihe State as any it employs : 
And I heartily thank God, and congratulate # 0 
my Friends, that there are fo many of this C 
racter among the Clergy of our Land. I would be 
far from attempting to leſſen your Eſteem of ſuch, 
for they merit your Veneration, and ought to be 
eſteen d very bighly for their Worb ſale: But When 
under the ſpecious Cover of the Prigtiy Cbaratter 
they graſp at undue Power, and act not as Mi- 
niſters (1, e. Servants) but as Loxps over Chriſt's 
People ; when they depart from the Simplicity and 
Purity of the Goſpel, and cauſe Separations and Di- 
viſions in the Chriſtian Church, by requiring Things 
as 1 7. to Chriſtian Communion, which Chriſt 
has left indifferent; when they teach for Doctrines 
the Commandments of Men, lay a ſtreſs upon Things 
upon which the Scriptures have laid none, and 
would have you believe that as be immediate Of- 
ficers and Repreſentatives of Chriſt on Earth,” they 
have Power to decree Kites, to determine Controver- 
ies in Points of Faith, autboritatively to forgive Sins, 
and really to give the Holy Gba, &c. When any, 
whether Biſhops or Priefts, thus 'ftretch themſelves 
beyond their Meaſure, and think of themſelves not 
ſoberly, but more highly than they ought to think, we 
are then in Duty bound to enter our bold Proteft 
againſt them, and to ſtand faſt in the LrverTyY 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and not be again 
intangled with any Yoke of Bondage, The Duty we 
owe to Gop, 10 Chriſt, to our excellent Religion, 
(which are all on this account greatly blaſphem'd 
and reproach'd by Unbelievers) our Duty to our 
Country, to Poſterity, yea, to the unhappy Perſons 
themſelves who make theſe enormous Claims, loud- 
ly calls us forth, Chrifans; ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe 
them. This was the very Mean by which Popery 
of old open' d itſelf a way and crept into the a 
— 
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” rn e ee 
N 3 which grew op to that 
and haraſs'd 2 . vidence 


ken the heavy Yoke from i Provide * 
tamely ſuffer ambitious and artful Men to ſlide it 
on us again. Remember, we are called unto Li- 
BERTY : By our great Charter, the Goſpel, we are 
freed from all A ty and Power of Men in Mat- 
ters of Religion : = only is our Maſter and autho- 
ritative Director in this great Affair, even CnRISTH; 
and all we, Princes and Subjects, Biſhops and Me- 
chanicks, Clergy and Laymen, all we are Brethren; 
we ſtand all upon the "of Bottom, and none of us 
can warrantably claim the leaft Superiority or Do- 
minion over his Brother, 

If what is here offer'd Frey you juſter Notions of 
Religion, and Chriſtian Liberty; if it helps you 
to ſee thro? the Deſigns of crafty, the Arrogance 

of haughty, and the Weakneſs of ſuperſtitious Men; 
if it takes you off from a wrong Dependence on 
Ceremonies and Rites, and Things of human Device, 
and aſſiſts you to place it more upon the Practice 
of Juſtice, Tem emperance, Godlineſs, and a diffuſive 
Benevolence and | Charity to all Men: I ſhall count 
my ſelf happy in having in any wiſe contributed to 
this; 5 may Gop the Father of Lights, and 
Zeſus the great Juſtructor and Head of the Church, 
fill us with all Wiſdom, that we may underſtand 
the glorious Liberty into which he has called us, and 
walk worthy of it. 

To his Grace and Divine Spirit I humbly com- 
mend this Attempt towards reviving his primitive 
and pure Religion, and wiping off that 
which the Avarice, the Superſtition and Pride of 
Men have brought upon it : Even to Him, who 
out of weakneſs can make ſtrong ;, and who ſends by 
whom he will ſend, To Him be the Glory, the 


ein the Majeſt * without End. Amen. 
— HIGH. 


SY 
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Epiſcopal and P rieſtly Claims 
r Ex AMI N', . 


In a DiALOuEH betwixt a Country- 
Gentleman, and a Country-V icar. 


Gent. FOOD. Morrow, Mr, —————, whence 
% comes this early Nut? 19 a3 
Vic. 1 wiſh you, Sir, a happy Day: the reaſon of 
my preſent Viſit is a Letter I laſt Evening receiv'd 
from the Biſhop, ſignifying! his Intention to viſit 
this part of his Dioceſe in order to-confirm : I came 
therefore to give you this early notice, that your nu- 
merous young Family may get themſelves prepar'd. 
Gent. I am oblig'd, Sir, by your kind Intention: 
but as to the Buſineſs of Confirmation, I confeſs I 
am not well ſatisfy'd ; ſcarce as to the Lawfulneſs, 
much leſs as to the Expedience or Uſefulneſs of it. 
Vic. J am ſurpriz d to hear this, from a Perſon 
of your good Senſe and Affection to our Church. 
Gent. How great ſoe ver your Surprize may be, 
mine is not leſs, to ſee Men of ſuch Piety, Learn- 
ing and Senſe, as many of our Biſhops and Clergy 
are, preſſing upon the People, and practiſing over 
them this odd, if I might ſpeak it without offence, I 
would fay this a” and deluſive Rite, — 50 
#4 FH, $63 4 | | or 


(us) 
Affection to our Eſtabliſhment ; I own I 
1 y read with Attention and Pleaſure the 
 Bangorian A ontroverſy,and am thence fullyconvinc'd, 
chat no Powers upon Earth, neither Eccleſiaſtical | 
nor Civil, no King nor Parliament, nor Councils 
nor Synods have — the leaſt Authority in Matters of 
Religion. — That Cu RIS alone is King in his King- 
dom, the Church, and that therefote for any Man 


or Bodies of Men, to claim to themſelves a Power 


to decrte Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in Con- 
troverfies of Faith *, ſeems to look like an Invaſion 
of Chriſt's Throne, That conf equently thoſe who 
claim this Power ſeem to be UsuryzRs in Chriſt's 
Kingdom ; and that thoſe who ſubmit to it do fo 
far withdraw their Allegiance from Chriſt, and own | 
another Lord, 

Vic. You appear, Sir, a little warm; but have 
ſurely overſhot the Biſhop's Mark ; and carried his 
— much farther than he deſign'd. For af- 
ter all, that great Prelate has wrote againſt human 
Authority i in Matters of Religion, you fee he con- 
tinues fix d to our eſtabliſh'd Church, and is one of 
the ſtrongeſt Pillars and brighteſt Ornaments of = 
Gent. I highly reverence that excellent and g 
Man; I think him a glorious Light raiſed up by 
God to blefs this happy Age; I admire the Strength 
with which he pleads the Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, and am perſuaded, his Principles if thorowly 
purſued, would eſtabliſh Chriſtianity upon its only 
true and ſure Bottom, would reſtore its ancient Glo- 
fy, and ſurround it with Bulwarks far ſtronger than 
any Laws a _ and Parliament can enact. But 
how to reconcile his Lordſhip's Principles with his 
Practice in ſubſcribing, v7 ſubmitting to human 
in the Kingdom or Church of Chriſt, is 

got mine, but bis Lorgſhip's to conſider. 1 confels I 
by tra A . ſtartle to ſee | + pat = ng 

Wa Article of the Chureh of England, ü 
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News-Papers, that his Lordſhip alſo was 
to viſit and confirm in ſeveral i alfa rp 


Vic. But, what is there, Sir, in our Office of c. | 


| firmation, which gives you ſuch Diſ 
Cent. Why to be plain; Firſt, 1 is nothin 
ſo much as plaufible, much leſs rational to be u 
for it; and ſecondly, there is a great deal of both 
to be ſaid againſt it. There is nothing plaufible to 
be urg'd for it, either from Reaſon or Scripture, © 

Vic. Not from Reaſon, I own; for tis a Matter 
of Revelation ; an inſtituted Rite of the Chriſtian 
Church; like Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 

Gent. If i it be an inſtituted Rite; ſhew me, where 
is it inſtituted ? 

Vic. Ido not pretend it to be inflituted i in _ 
Words ; but it ſeems to be an Appendix to Bap- 
tiſm, without which tis not compleat : For thus we 
read Ads viii. 14. when Philip had converted and 
baptized the Samaritans, the Apoſtles ſent Peter 
and Jobn to lay their Hands on 5 
Gent. If Baptiſm be no! compleat without this 

Rite, as I know ſome of the Clergy when recom- 

mending it affirm; then the Commiſſion and 
Form of Baptiſm our Lord gave his Diſc: ples, 
when he bid — Go teach all Nations, bapticin 
them in the Name, &c. were not compleat : and {WM 
who have been /hys baptized by them and their Suc- 
eeſſors fince, have been not com 7 0 baptized. 
But this I preſume you vill not aſſert. As for the 
Apoſtles being ſent to lay their Hands on the 1 
maritans, the Deſign of it is expr ly mention'd, 
viz. That they might give them the Holy Ghoſt ver. 13. 
i. e. His extraordinary and miraculous Gifts, fuch 


as Praying, Propheſy ing, Speaking with Ton 
&c. to form them into a Church. Theſe Gifts ifts, 


tis plain, were viſible, obvious to Sens 121 "tis 
faid, 


when Simon ſaw that through 2 7 on the. 
” Hands the Rs . was given, be end 


* 
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tem Money, &c. ver. 18. Beſides, as Dr. Whitby 
well obſerves, if they laid not their Hands on ALL 
| whq had been baptized, it makes nothing for Con- 
firmation, If they did, then Simon Magus alſo was 
confirm d, and received the Holy Ghoſt, which you 
will hardly admit, 

Vic. But as the A poſtles by Prayer and Laying 
8 their Hands antiently conferr'd the extraordinary 

ifts, why may not the Biſhops, their Succeſſors, 
no by the ſame Rite confer the ordiuary Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? 

Gent. This, I am ſenſible, our high-flown 
Churchmen would fain have us believe. The 
little Book intitled, *$hort Inſtructions for them that 
are preparing for Confirmation, &c. which you 
lately left with my Family, boldly ſpeaks out; and 
is not aſham'd to aſſert , That a # Holy Ghoſt (i. e. 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghaſt) is as TRULY given in 
Laying on of Hands xow, as to the firſt Chriſtians. 
Even thoſe Gifts which are of perpetual Uſe for 
ſanttifying and ſtrengthening every Member of Chriſt's 
Church, and equally neceſſary for all Chriſtians in all, 
Ages, — and without which none can be ſaved. This, 
is verily a ſtrange Aſſertion, and if it be not well 
. » inſtead of getting Honour to our Biſnops, 
will be apt to draw upon them Diſpleaſure and Con- 
tempt. Tis a matter of vaſt moment, and ſtrange 
5 muſt attend it, if this Claim can be 

Let me thcrefore obſerve, ' 

Par this Pretenſion ſeems not to conſiſt with 
the Office itfelf; for therein the Biſhop owns, that 
the Perſon on whom he is going to lay his Hands. 
is actually regenerated by the 22 Ghoſt, and has 
2 already receiv'd this heavenly Gift; ſo that 

does not lay on Hands after. the Example. of the. 
oh. as the Office affirms, for they did it, by 
Fat Rite, to confer, the Holy Ghoſt an aged wha 
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adn CORDS: 4 whereas the i 
lays his on thoſe whom he confeſſes already to 
have him. 

2. This Doctrine, if true, comms and condemns 
the whole venerable Bench of Biſhops of moſt. in- 
excuſable Neglect and Cruelty to the Souls of Men, 
For if they can thus really confer theſe ſacred Gifts, 
why in the Name of God, who hath thus marvel: 
loudly i wer'd them, (an Unbeliever may aſk,) 
do they © Gunter about Courts, and waſte their pre- 
cjious Months in Parliamentary Attendance ? Far 


nobler and more important Work demands their 


Regard. Thouſands of wretched Souls 1 
their ſeveral Dioceſes for want of thoſe heavenly 
_ Gifts* their Hands can impart. Let the — 
captive and dying Spirits from every 
our Land come up into the Ears of theſe Right Re- 
verend and Holy LoxDs.— Come out, ſacred 
Fathers, from the Grandeurs both of Royal and 


Parliamentary Courts ; and from the LL and 


Eaſe of your own Princely Palaces : You areSucceſſors 


of the Apoſtles in the wondrous Power of giving 


| the Holy Ghoſt; ſucceed them in their Travels, their 
Labours, their Watchings. —— Can his Lordſhi 
of London Juſtify it to the many Myriads in our 4. 


merican Plantatious, of whom. he has taken the 


Epiſcopal Charge, if at leaſt once in his Life he 
doth not viſit — diſperſe amongſt them theſe Spi- 


ritual Donations, the great Lok of the Church 


hath enabled him to beftow? It may be attended, 
indeed, with ſome Danger and Toil to his Lord- 


ſhip's Boch, but the conferring any Meaſure of the 
Holy Ghoſt on ſo many. thouſand Souls, muſt in- 


finitely outweigh any Conſideration of worldly 
Eaſe. So that if from their Lordſhips Practice, 


ye may e of their dvr MY as- to- this nn 


bee e inthe Au. 


Hind. 
we may confidently affirm, that 
ſuch Divine Virtue to flow from « 
the deluded Multitude ine; and that they 
think themſelves no more able — 4 to give the 
Holy Ghoſt than any of their Nei 


Hands, as 


. This high Chum is eviden 

Fatt and Experiencs The —— — ci 
ſays, page 13. That the Fruits of the Holy Ghoſt are 
the fol;owing Graces, Love, Foy, Patience, 


Kc. and by thoſe Fruits we fhall know whether we 
fill have the ſeven-fold Gifts of the Holy Spirit. If 
then a Perſon has not thoſe Graces, by this it may 
be known that he has not the Gifts; or in other 
Words. That the Biſhop, when he pretended ta 
give him the Holy Ghoſt, did not give it him at 
all. Now ker thoſe who have paſsg'd under this 
ſtrange Solemnity ay, — Did they feel any moral 
Fas wrought upon their Minds, by this laying 
on — Biſhop's Hands ? Have they found 
themſelves fnce more meek, patient, temperate, 
Ge. than before? Can thoſe aus, who con- 
verſe with them, bear Teſtimony to ſuch moral 
Change ? Yea, and is this true, not only as to a 
ſingle Inſtance or two, but is it generally the Effect 
of this magnify*d Rite? Do not People ufually re- 
tum from it as * Fa ani _ covetous, 
Sc. as they went thither PT 
put it beyond doubt. 

3 But what I chiefly infift on is, al 
4. That this Doctrine and high Claim is ex- 
tremely dangerous to our Civil Liberties, and 
threatens our happy Order and Conſtitution in State. 
For if our Biſhops can now really hto the ſpecial 
Gifts and Graces of belly G bat, and are the immedi- 
ate Officers andRepreſentatives of Chriſt, (as this In- 
ſtructor, page 6, aſſirms) Who can 
rare, I had almoſt ſaid adore, theſe piritual Lorps 
An Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure qr Excommunication 


VeRe- 


Wat, the y. of Rome. lr, = 


„ 
from the Viſtops Cour, may ſoon ſtrike the fame 


Terror into the os Subjects of Greet Britain, 
as the Bulls and 1munications of a certain Bi- 


ſhop of old. What Difference is there, but in 
the Sound, betwixt being the Vicar of Chi, 
and his 1MMEDIATE bee Eise REPRESEN- 
TATIVE on Earth ; This, the 4% Biſhop * 


Authority prevail, and a wide — 
is ſet for all the Miſeries and Diſorders of the 
Papal yranny to return, What are the Crowns 
of Kings: or een 
give, or ſecure to us, if with thoſe /pe- 
cial Gifts and Graces of the 2 Spirit the Biſhop 
can beſtow? I have far greater Reaſon therefore 
to love and to fear my BisHoy than my KinG: 
His Majefty can but protect and do good to my 
Body; His Lordſhip can enrich and beautify my 
Soul, with the /even-fold Gifts, &c. Give way 
therefore ye Kings; riſe up ye Princes and Nobles 
of the Each; kneel down and pay Homage at the 
Epiſcopal Feet. To ſuch extravagant Heights do 
the Powers here claim d naturally carry — _— 
copal Character ; tending to lay Kings at the | 
of thoſe Ambaſſaders and Reprejentalinth of Chriſt; 
and to make Crowns and : on 
their Will. For what can the moſt: abſolute or 
powerful Princes do, when their People are be- 
witch d with a ſuperſtitious Veneration of an higher 
Character than | theirs? they are at once fiript 


of their renney, n ee, 
—_ 


This vas the very Manner the proud Biſhop of Rome 
ot his antient Dominion over the Kings of the 

Arth. — They had Stomach to rest thete Claims 
of the holy Ulurpers ; and inwardly Aiſdain'd the 
Homage they paid them. But what could they do? 
Their People had drunk deep, even to Madneſs, 


wry. | | of 


the Epi 
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cheir Biſhops could di 


Tres 3 

Infatuation : They th ut 
nſe the on; They though 
ſes of Heaven, at their Will And who can 
then blame them for havi ng the-Perſons and the 
Decrees of theſe Repreſentatives of Chrift, in great- 


of the Cup of priefity 


er Veneration than thoſe of Emperors or Kings ? 


Thus Antichriſt, or the papal Tyranny, at firſt 
aroſe in the Church z *twas by Claims only of ſpi- 
ritual, that he graſp'd all his earthly Power: And 
in whatever Age or Kingdom of the World the lite 


Notions of Epiſcopal Authorit — ail, there it 


will, there it * have the i tal Effedts, W 
undermines the Thrones of Kings 

their Dominions to the Mercy and G Difpo . bel 
immediate Officers of Chriſt. ” Theſe Claims ow 
fore, if not founded upon the cleareſt Evidence, 
are by all good Subjects and good Chriſtians to 
be — abhorrence; they ſhake the very 
Baſis of our happy Conſtitution, ſet the Mitre a- 
bove the Crown, and bring a grievous Yoke upon 
our Necks, which neither we nor our Fathers were 
1 to bear. 

I wonder, by the way, hiekives the Kingrand Prin: 
ces Royal of Great-Britain are ever confirwd by our 
Biſhops. If they can certainly give the Spirit of 
Wiſdom, of Counſs, of Ghoſtly Strength, &c.— as is 
pretended, the Princes who govern us have, ſurely, 


1 always great need of this invaluable Gift; and 
therefore ought to kneel down (or if th refuſe, 


People may think, ought to be forc'd to kneel 
down) — humbly receive it. But how would a 
Court of Britiſh Nobles brook it, to ſee their So- 
vereign — at a Biſhop's Feet? It would give 
them too ſtrong an Image of the Homage claim'd 
from crown'd s by a certain Biſhop of old, 
and of the dreadful Evils which {ſprang from — to 


% orga oy 
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| „ . 
Vic. There is ſome Weight, I own, in what you 
offer. I will not make my ſelf anſwerable for 


theſe high Claims of my Brethren.— But to re- 


turn to Confirmation. — tho' it might not be fully 
proved from this viii. of the As, nor from Heb, vi. 
2. where we read of the Doctrine of Baptiſms, and 
/ Laying on of Hand,. — (for the Apoſtle pro- 
| bably is there ſpeaking of ſome Fewiſp * Waſhings 
and Rites) yet the Authority of the Church is, 1 
think, ſufficient to injoin it: Twas an antient U- 
ſage in the Church; and, I own, our Office in the 
Common; Prayer ſeems to ground its Practice, at 
leaſt the Qualifications of thoſe who are to receive 
it, rather upon the Authority of the Church, than 
upon any expreſs Scripture ; for it ſays, To the end 
het Confirmation may be miniſtred to the more edi- 
Hing of ſuch as ſhall receive it, uE CHuRcH 
hath thought good to order, &c. i 
Gent, Let me ſoberly aſk you, Sir, what is that 
CHuRca which is here ſaid 70 order? tis plain from 
what follows, that *tis the Church of England, But, 
who or what is this Church of England, which thus 
orders and appoints? Is it not the King and Par- 
liament of England? Is not ALL Authority, both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, within theſe Realms, lodg'd * 
ſolely in them? They, and they only, order and 
decree what Ceremonies and religious Rites ſhall be 
practis'd in this Church; and what all its Biſhops -. 
and Prieſts ſhall believe, and ſubſcribe as Articles 
of their Faith. So that *tis evident beyond diſpute, _ 
that when we talk of oux Chuck, as ordering or 
appointing—— we mean 0UR KING AND OUR PaR- 
LIAMEX Tr. | 3 39 
But what Authority have Theſe (I ſpeak it with _ 
due Reverence) to make Laws in CHRIST's King- 
dom, the Church, and to preſcribe Rites and Forms 
of Worſbip, which Chrif hath not preſided E 
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they have Authority to preſcribeone ſuch Rite, they 
have Authority to preſcribe ten; and if ten, ten 
thouſand ; And thus a portentous way is open'd for 
the Tyranny and Superſtition, which the Refor- 
mation ſhook off, to return upon us amain, For 
my own part, I deſire never to forget that Admo- 
nition of our Lord, Matt. xv. 9. In vain do 1 
worſhip me, teaching for Dodtrines the Comma 
ments of Men, ah: „ 
If the Church, i. e. the King and Parliament of 
England, have Authority to oxDer, That the 
Croſs in one Sacrament and Kneeling at the other, 
ſhall be the indiſpenſable Conditions of our receiving 
theſe Signs of the Chriſtian Covenant, they have 
equal Authority to oRDER Chriſm, Spittle, Proftra- 
tion at the Communion-Table, or any Rites of the 
| Greek or Roman Church. And what then becomes 
of our boaſted Reformation ? it only chang'd the 
dreadful Yoke, not broke it from our Necks : We 
withdrew our Conſciences from the Pope and Car- 
dinals of Rome, but *twas only to ſubje& them to 
the King and Parliament of Great-Britain.— If 
theſe be the Principles on which our Reformation 
ſtands, tis the Sword, not properly the Church of 
England ; its Soldiers, not its Priefts ;- its Armies 
and Fleets, not its A a and Writings, that are 
the Bulwark of the Reformation. And ſome ma 
be apt to ſay, ſeeing either /he King and Parlia- 
ment, or the Pope muſt have the Homage of 
my Conſcience, I will give it to the latter; for his 
Claim to that Homage, as being a Spiritual Perſon, 
a Succeſſor. of the Apoſtles—— ſeems beſt founded 
of the two; and the Advantages he promiſes by 
Pardons, Indulgencies, Sc. are much greater than 
any to be expected on the other fide, ; 
Vic. But why ſhould” you talk, Sir, of the Ho- 
mage of Conſcience ? The Church, or, if you muſt 
and Parliament of England, re- 
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_ no ſuch Homage: Have they not granted a 
Toleration to all Proteſtants, who are not fatis- 
fied with its Forms, to worſhip God in their own 


way? 


1 * True, 1 remember the Tol and 


think it one of the moſt g orious and equitable As 
ever "ary 5 7252 3 3 till it . this Law, 
we had the very Eſſence of Popery incorporated in- 
to our Government; we as —4 claimed Infalli- 
bility, and acted 8 to that Claim; as bis Ho- 
line himſelf ; and with. the Tyranny and 


mous Power of which we ſtript the Charch' of of | 


Rome, we gravely deck'd our own, But, thank 
Heaven! our Church is now in good meaſure re- 
cover'd from this Delirium, and no longer compels 
any. by the powerful Convictions of Pillories, - 
Fines, Impriſonments, &c. to come in; but tho“ 
it does not thus tyrannize over thoſe who are with- 
out its Pale, are not all its own Members ſtill held 
under the heavy Yoke? To be a genuine Member 
of the Church of England, tis neceſſary that we 

believe its Articles, and worſhi p according to its Rites, 

Now, muſt not all who believe its Articles, ac- 
| knowledge it to have Power to decree Rites and 
Ceremonies and. Authority in 2 of Faitb? 
Agreeably to this Acknowledgment, muſt — 
receive the two Sacraments o the Chriſtian 

nant, loaded with other Rites than Chriſt himſelf 
hath appointed? : Muſt they not firmly hold the Ca- 
 tholic Faith contain d in the Athanaſian Creed, and 
declare that whoſoever doth not keep it whole and 
 wndefiled ſhall wiTHoUT DOUBT periſb everlaſtingly ? 
—— Since then our Civil Powers make ather Kites 
neceſſary to our Admiſſion. into their Church, than 
| Chriſt has. made neceſſary to our Admiſſion into his 
and fince they make the Belief of other Dottrines 
neceſſary to Salvation, than Chrift hath made ne- 

a_ ; what muſt 523 the „ if . 0 
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8 es Church, ind thr Church are not the ſame; 
and that all the Members of this latter muſt 
"H Xs Conſcience to other Governours —.— 
hin. _ and Prieſts pay them this Ho- 
e, by ſudit bing thoſe Articles, and practiſing 
* 2 Rites as neceſſary Terms of Chriſtian Commu- 
nion with them, which their Authority hath de- 
_ creed; and thereby bow down and acknowledge a- 
8 — Lord, or Director in religious Affairs, beſides 
Irxsvs Cuxisr ; and all its ſeveral Members alſo 
al Pay em this Homage, by ſubmitting te to thoſe Rites 
this Fox zo Power hath enjoin'd. © - 
"And, if I have not treſſ 4 #60 fa far upon your 
G already, I would hog leave to obſerve, 
2 the Diſtinction betwixt Cnunxch and STATE, 
Which hath occaſion'd fo much Clamour, is entirely 4 
* 7 without Foundation, and nothing but an empty 
. Sound. The Church of England is as meerly a Ci- 
Fa Thing, and as much @ Creature of the State 
as either of our Courts of Juſtice, or our Offices of 
Heraldry, Exciſe, &c. or any other Branch or 
Conſtitution of our civil Government. All its Of- 
- ficers, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-deacons, 
Prebendaries, Canons, Priefts, Ec. are as really and as 
- much STATE OryiceRs, as the Judges, Cplonels, 
Captains, Herald, Exciſemen, &c. They are all 
ALIKE made and unmade by the Civil Powers, 
ms , - wa directed, limited, controuPd in the Execution 
1165 bf their ſeveral Offites 3eonimanded bow, and when, 
14 and where they ſhall act. The King is as much the 
Head of the Church as of the Army, and of the 
Army as of the Church; the Fountain of the Power 
by which the Biſhops and Prieſts, as of that b 
which the Colonel or the acts. The Of- 
 ficers of both, alike owe ther Being to Parlia- 
Authority, und N and 
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they have alike Power to make; and | 

| abſurd and treaſonable to fay that our 

Parliament can alter this Reva of ths Colony. 

or Exciſe, and apply them to other public Uſes: 

than now they are applied to, as that they can hes” 8 

alienate or apply the Revenues of the Church, » _ 2 1 

Vic. You carry Matters to à valt length, Sirz FLEW 
but, when I fay *twas an ancient Uſage of the 

Church, I mean of the primitive Chriſtian Church, 

in the ſecond and third Centuries, who commonly 

laid on Hands to confirm thoſe who had been bap- 

| tiz'd, as 7. ertullran and Cyprian moſt OE 

witneſs, 

Sent. I own Cyprian and Tertullian fp peak of this 

Kite as practig'd i in their Times; but q "maſt beg 

leave to obſerve, ' 

1. That — i in thoſe Days immediately 

- follow'd Baptiſm, and was not deferr'd till many 
years after, as tis amongſt us. 

2. They thought that no Perſon was regenerated 

by the HolyGhoft till Hands were laid on him. Ne 

duo not, ſays Tertullian“, receive the Holy Ghoſt by + 

+ Baptiſm, but being cleans'd by Water we are pre- * 

par d for the Holy Ghoſt. — And Hands are laid on 

hs Body, that ibe Soul may be illuminated by the 

- Holy Spirit . But our Church is better taught; 


the Biſhop declares to Almighty God, that theſe 


his Servants ARE "regenerated both by Water and the 


Holy Ghght, even before he lays his Hands upon 
them. He therefore does it not after the Example 
e thoſe antient Fathers neither, as well as not "I 
that re AP as Was before oblery'd. 
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In thoſe early days, Pricfts m as well 
as 2 but now, the Biſhop's Hands are not 
ſuppos d. to . the . Shoſt; yet as if there 

were ſome edneſs in his, than in the 
Prieſt's = ke" this W. Ac is by the Authority of 
our Church, confin'd to the Biſhop. But, | 
4. Men of Learning and Modeſty ſurely will 

bluſh to ground this Rite upon the Authority of 
the antient Church, hecauls they know that he 
| ſome, —_ Church eſteem'd Union with Oil, as 
a Part or Appendix of Baptiſm as this 
' Laying. on of Hands. 7 7 that is baptiꝝ d, ſays Cy- 
prian , muſt or .NecussITY BE ANOINTED, that 
having receiv'd the Chriſm, or Union, he may be- 
come the Anointed of God, and have the Grace of 
Chriſt in Himſelf. And as this Un&ion follow'd 

Baptiſm, ſo Exorciſm went before it; the Miniſter 
put his Hand upon the Perſon to be baptized, TY 
Freath'd on his Face, implying hereby — Ex 
ling of the Devil ; and thus he was prepare 
| Baptiſm and Confirmation, which-were r 
to follow ,. Now eas the SaMe Antiquity which re- 
 commends one of theſe Rites, alike recommends them 
all, why are they not 40l alike recei vd? Why do 
not our Prieſts exorciſe and anoint as well as our 


Biſhops confirm ? the one is as antique, and ther- 


fore as venerable and ſacred as the other.. 
Vic. No But the Wiſdom of our Church 5 
pears in dropping all that is extravagant in the pac- 
tice of the Antients; in not pretending to — 
the Devil, nor to confer the Holy Ghoſt by laying 
on of Hands, but only thus ſolemnly; to call u n 
Perſons baptiz'd in their Infancy; to renew | 
Baptiſma] Covenant, and to make a. perſonal — 
5 er of themſelves to the Holy Trinity. 


Gent. 


» ve neceſſe eſt eum ul haptzats i. C .— 
| By. ad ana. 6 Hzret. r . 
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Gent. Tis ſurely very wiſe quite to drop Anti- 
quity, ſeeing tis granted on all hands that ſo ma- 
ny extravagafit* and filly things were practis d in 
the very antient Church. Did the Biſhop in- 
deed, as you ſay, only urg call upon the Pe- 
ple of his Dioceſe fo renew their 3 Cove- 
nant, and to confirm it at the Lord's Table, the 
Rite might be very uſeful ; but as tis now ma- 
nag d, it appears to me an extremely odd and un- 
juſtifiable thing ; it tends to propagate Superſtition; 
expoſes Chriſtianity to Contempt; arid dangerouſly 
co operates with the great Deceiver of Men's Souls, 
by ſtifling their juſt Fears, and lulling them aſleep. 
in Vice. — Well, the firſt of my Aſſertions is, 
I hope, now pretty well clear'd, viz. That there is 
nothing plauſible, much leſs rational to be urg'd rox 
this Rite. Will you favour me with your wonted 
Goodneſs, whilſt I go thro* the fecond, viz. That 
there is much to be faid acainsT it. 
Vic. Argue, Sir, with your. wotited Calmneſs, 
and I will patiently attend. „ | 
Gent. By the Order in our Common-Prayer, all 
Perſons baptiz d when they come to competent 
Age, and are able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, the ten Commandments, and the ſhort Ca- 
techiſm, are to be brought to Confirmation“. The 
Biſhop having aſk'd— IYbether they renew the ſo- 
lenn Promife and Vow, that was made in their 
Name at Baptiſm, upon their anfwering we de; de- 
clares in the moſt public and ſolemn manner, even 
in an Addreſs to God himſelf,” That be n AS vouch-_ 
. to regenerate' theſe his Servants by Water and 
the Holy Gboſt, and to give them the Forgiveneſs of 
all their Sins; and laying his Hand upon the 
Head of each particular Perſon, he certifies him, by 


_ that. 
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A great part of what follows concern ing Confirmation, 
Abſolution, and the Burial of the Dead, was publiſh'd in the 
Old Whig NO. 126, 127. 
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that Sign, of God's Favour, and pages ce! to- 
1. 2 Biſhop th 

ow this they are t to look u 1 
as an Ambaſſador of Telus Chriſt, and a Sete f 
of the Apoſtles, who had Power to forgive Sins; 
and when they hear this venerable Perſon thus ſo- 
lemnly declaring that God HATH regenerated and 
forgiven them, can you blame them if they believe 
it, and in this Confidence preſume their Souls to be 
in a ſafe State? 
And as a full Remiſſion of Sins is to be had on | 
ſuch eaſy terms, no wonder, that thouſands flock 
from all parts to be biſbep d, many of them with 
like Merriment as if going to a Revel; and that 
Perſons of very vitious and profligate Characters 
thruſt themſelves in, to be Partakers of this Grace. 
And I add, no wonder the deluded Creatures think- 
ing their old Score thus fully quitted, with freſh 
Vigor begin a-new, and om the Day (which 
is often the caſe) with Drunkenneſs, Root, and 
ſhameful Exceſs, 
That ignorant EP unthinking People ſhould be. 
thus eaſily deluded by Pretences of rieftly Power, 
and bewilling to ve Tmpoſition o Hunde to certify 
them of God's Favour in their 1 egeneration and 
Pardon, without parting with their Vices and the 
Trouble of R * is not ſo ſtrange; but that 
. pious Men as our Reverend Bi- 
in 1 know the Aptneſs of Man- 
kind to deceive t emſelves with falſe Hopes, and the 
horrid Danger of their ſo doing, that Theſe ſhould 
thus tonttibats to lull them "aſleep in Vice, wt "I 
1 —_—_ knowing their Hearts, or having a. due 
intance with their Lives, declare them. in 
God reſence regenerated and Pardon d, is a . 
duct truly ſurprizing. | 
What Warrant, in God's Name, have they to 
. a Man's Sins ALI LL fung; and himself 
e ee 
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| (625 ) ? | | 
regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt, upon no other Grounds 
than his being able 710 anſwer the Queſtions of ib 
ſhort Catechiſm, and his profeſſing that he does and 
will ſtand by bis Baptiſmal Engagements? Is this the 
Notion. our Right 11 4 625 teach con- 
cerning REGENERATION ; or do they really be- 
lieve This to be the Condition of Chriſtian Pardon? 
Will a meer Profeſſion procure from God a certain 
and full Forgiveneſs? Are good Vows and Reſo- 
lutions declared in the Church, infallible Proofs of 
Regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt ? Is promiſi 
that a Man 071! repent and live godly in the World, 
that actual Repentance which alone ſecures the Di- 
vine Favour? Do not our learned Biſhops. know, 
that there are Multitudes who call Chriſt their Lord, 
i. e. who publickly profeſs to ſtand by their Baptiſ- 
mal Covenant, whom he will reje& with Abhor- 
rence at laſt? With what Conſcience then or Face 
can a_Venerable Prelate ſtand up and declare to AI- 
MIGHTY Go, that he HATH regenerated and far. 
given, &c. The Expreſſions are couch'd in the 
moſt abſolute and ſtrongeſt Terms; there is no 
Condition implied; no Intimation that their For - 
iveneſs depends upon their Care 10 keep and 1 
ive up to their Baptiſmal Engagements. No, but 
tho? their whole Life hath been a Courſe of Drun- 
kenneſs, Debauchery, Sc. yet upon their. being 
able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, &c. and promiſing they. 
will repent, the Biſhop ſolemnly pronounces a. 
moſt abſolute Pardon on them; and lifting, up his 
Eyes to. Heaven, appeals to God that he, KATH . 
fargiven them. all their Sins. And leſt this ſhould. 
be too little to ſatisfy. the Sinner, and perfeQly alla 
the Clamours of his upbraiding Conſcience, he lays 
his ſacred Hand on him, and tells Almighty and E- 
verlaſting God, that he doth it after the Example f 
his holy Apoſtles, to certify him by this Token of bis 
Favour and gracious e bim, i. & 
SY „ 18 5 that 
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=P is forgiven and regenerated by the Holy 
Vic. To interrupt you, Sir, a Moment. But 
to prevent Perſons of immoral Lives from thruſt- 
ing themſelves in to partake of this Grace; none 
are to be confirm'd but thoſe whoſe Names by the 
Curates of their reſpective Pariſhes are given in to 


the PP; 

Gent. Muſt the Biſhop then in a Matter of fo 
vaſt Im ce act by implicit Faith in the Cu- 
rate Whomſoever a Curate ſhall think proper to 
recommend, is his Recommendation a ſufficient 
ground for his Lordſhip confidently to declare him 
regenerated and forgiven? Are ALL our Country 
Curates Men of ſuch Probity, Wiſdom, Temperance, 
Care, that the Biſhop can without ſcruple ſe 
ſo extraordinary a Confidence in them? I am 
really aſtoniſh'd ! Beſides, there is not a Word in 
the whole Office which gives the Curate any In- 
ſtruction to regard the moral Condu#? of thoſe he 
recommends: If they can anſwer the Queſtions 
of the ſhort Catechiſm, that is ALL requir'd of him; 
upon This, they are order'd to be brought to the 

tſhop.--— And, agreeably to this excellent Con- 
ſtitution, upon almoſt every ſuch Occaſion very 
immoral and wicked Perſons are ſeen receiving up- 
on their Knees Episcopal ABSOLUTION ; and are 
CERTIFIED by the Biſhop's Hands of God's graci- 
ous Goodneſs towards them, c. am 

Let me aſk you, Sir, Is it any Breach of Charity 
to ſuppoſe that, amongſt the vaſt Cronds whi 
preſent themſelves on ſuch occafions, there may be 
and often are a great number whom Gov, who 
knows their Hearts, knows to be Men of corrupt 
Minds; and to be ſtill under the prevailing Power 
of their Lufts ? Can the Biſhop himſelfin any Judg- 
ment of Charity ſuppoſe there are not ſuch ? 
How then does he Dare to declare to God rHht 


he 


= 1 
be HATH fully e A bis Servants, when 
God at that very Time knows them noT 10 be bis 
Servants, and hath not at all forgiven em? Or, 
How will he yxEsUME to lay his Hand on fuch 
to ASURE em of God's gracious Goodneſs,---- 1. e. 
of their Regeneration 2. Forgiveneſs, when they 
are abſolute Strangers to Repentance, and can have 
no Title nor Claim to the Bleſſings attending it ? 
Is not this to addreſs Heaven with a Falſhood 
on the Tongue ; and in a very dangerous and bo 
manner to trifle with Gop and Man; "Tis great 
Preſumption ſurely in any who cannot ſearch the 
Heart, to pronounce in ſo abſolute and unconditio- 
nate a Manner concerning any of. their Fellow- 
Creatures, that God hath forgiven him all bis Sins, 
&c. The Apoſtles themſelves durſt not thus pro- 
nounce upon any Chriſtians in their days, anlef by 
the immediate Suggeſtion of the Holy Spirit: 
How came their Succeſſors to be thus more _ 
ing and able? rather let it be ſaid, more raſp and 
_ bold than they! e Ro, 
But ſee in what Abſurdities ſuch Pretenſions in- 
volve Men. We read Als vin. that Simon 
Magus believ'd and was baptiꝝ d, and contuw'd 
ſome time making a credible Profeſſion of Chniſti- 
anity; no queſtion he could ſay ihe Lord's Prayer, 
the ten Commandments, and anſwer ſome of the 
- Queſtions in the Catechiſm. Now, had one of our 
Biſhops been to vi/it Samaria, at that Time, he 
would without ſcruple have pray d over this vile 
Impoſtor, laid Hands on him, and with ghoſtly 
Eyes lift up to Heaven, have inform'd God of this 
wonderful Secret, that he had forgiven him all his 
Sins, and regenerated him by the Holy Ghoſs. But, 
might not the Mosr Hion, who will be ap 
proach'd with Reverence, have juſtly rebuk d 
Inſolence of ſuch a Prelate, when he from whom 
nothing could be hid, well knew that Simon's Pro- 
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feffion was an accursd Diſſimulation; and that 
even after his Baptiſm bis Heart was not right with 
God; and that he was ye! in the Gall of Bitterneſs 
and Bond of Tniquity, as Peter and Jobn plainly 
told him, exhorting him to Es and thereby 
approv'd themſelves faithful Biſhops or Overſeers, 
and freed themſelves from his Blood. 
And now, Sir, I hope you think me to ſtand ac- 
quitted of each part of my Promiſe, having prov'd, 
hat there is very little to be faid ron this Bi- 
hoping or Confirmation; but a great deal to be ſaid 
3333 OE oe 
Vic. 1 own there is ſomething plauſible in what 
you have offer'd ;--- but as the Biſhop, not the Cu- 
rate, is the chief Actor in this Solemnity, upon Him, 
if there be any due, muſt the blame be chiefly laid, 
--- However it ſhall, I hope, a little cool my eager 
Paſſion for the Lawn, - make me bleſs my ſelf in 
my Innocence, and be thankful J am no Biſhop. _ 
Gent, And yet perhaps not ſo innocent, nor 
happy neither, Sir, as you imagine. There are 
Parts of your own Office as a Prieſt, Which are e- 
qually, nay more abſurd and dangerous to the Souls 
of Men, than this Part of the Biſhops. But--- I 
have too far tried both your Patience and Candor 
to enter upon a freſh Point--— | 
Vic. You know, Sir, I am no Bigot. TruTH 
never ſuns, becauſe it never ſuffers by. the ſtricteſt 
Search. There is nothing I defire more than to 
approve my ſelf to Gop ; and fully to know, and 
faithfully to diſcharge my Duty, as a Minifter of 
Ixsus Cnn1sT ; you may depend therefore, upon 
my candid and patient Attention to any further 
—_—— ee 
- Gent. What think you then, Sir, of thoſe two 
Parts of your Office, the Aſolution of fick Penitents, 
and the Burial of the Dead ? „„ "4 


(29 ) _ 
| In the former, the fick Perſon being moved to 
make a ſpecial Confeſſion of his' Sins if be feel bis 
Conſcience troubPd with any weighty matter; after 
ſuch Confeſſion the Prieſt ſhall abſolve him (if be 
humbly and heartily defire it) after this fort : Our 
Lord Jeſus Chrif,* who bath left Peter to bis Church 
to abſolve all Sinners who truly repent and believe in 
Him, of his great Mercy forgive thee thine Offences , 
and BY THE AUTHORITY COMMITTED ro Mu, 1 
ABSOLVE THEE FROM ALL THY SINs, IN THE 
NAmMz or THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND 
or THE HoLy GrosT®, The Form is extremely 
ſolemn, and the Matter of the laſt Importance : 
deſerves therefore to be enquir'd, - 

I. WrarT and WHERE is bat Church, to which 
Chriſt has left this Power ? By what Marks is it 
to be known, that we may all fly to it, to receive 
ſo extraordinary a Benefit? Is it to the Catholic and 
Univerſal Church; or to any National or Provin- 
cial Church; or, is it to every particular Society of 
worſhipping Chriſtians, | that this nion Power is 
left? In what Perſons is it lodg'd? With the whole 
Body of the People, who, accotding to Scripture- 
Language, and the Doctrine of — own Articles, 
are properly called be Church; or, with the M 

ag lergy, who are never ſo called? In the 

rt *tis ſaid 2% be left to the Church ; but 
in "the atter, the Prieſt claims it as his Peculiar, 
pecial Truſt a ee een to himſclf (by the Au. 
mm committed to me.) to which, when his 
Claim ſhall have been fully prov'd, his Character ſhaſl 
be confeſs d indelible and ſacred; and Incenſe a 


the Knee be offer'd Him, as the Repreſentative 
of Chriſt on Earth. But, 


II, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt bath committed, 
CAN commit no ſuch nen do ay _— 
Y 


Va. One for the wurm ths Sick, i ue Book of 
w-Proer | 
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Body of Men on Earth, is moſt indi( 
dent. For if Chriſt hath, to any 
 EBthoritatively to ABSOLVE 7 who are — dogurr 
tent, he muſt alſo have given them a Power To 
anom. who ore tr; e elſe tis a Power to 
do 3 or till they know them to be 
penitent, G. e. till they can ſearch their 
, they cannot 4uthoritatively abſobve them; 
and if they cannot do it till then, they cannot do 
it at all: * "tis really a Power to do what they 
r  Srleligng Tags And is this 
a Power fit either for Chriſt to — or a wile 
Clergy, in this Age of free Enquiry, to chim? 
Further, 5 
III. Had the Prieſt any real Power from Chriſt 
2 — to abſolve from Sin, yet ſurely he 
Y erts in its Application. The Terms on 
which he abſol ves, are, by fat, too 2 and 
lax. Upon a ſpecial Confeſhon, if he feel his Con- 
ſcience troubl/d with any weighty matter, the Prieſt 
i directed to abſolve — Sinner. But is meer Con 
feln of Sin 41 the Goſpel demands, in order to 
its Forgiveneſa? Muſt it not be ſarſooł and broken 
f . confeſs'd ? Ate not the moſt de- 
| bauch'd, when Sickneſs ſeizes, and Death is thought | 
to approach them, wont to feel their Conſcience 
| #roubled———— readily to confeſs their Sins, to ex- 
preſs great Sorrow, and to vow Amendment, if 
pared . But when the Danger is blown off, is 
it hardly ever ſeen that they return not to their 
Crimes with as mad a Guſt as before? Is there one 
5.5 thouſand who remembers and performs the 
ws of his fick Bed? 5 
This our worthy Clergy know, and often dub 
2222 complain of, when they preis to preſent Re- 
ntance ; and yet ———— hard and unhappy Lot! 
direct contradiction to this Senſe of their own 
Mind, to 1 2 Ferms, e on which Pardon is 


| > prontis'd, 


„ con) 8p 
promis' in the Goſpel, and to their moſt folenue 
and public Warnings not 10 tri to ſuch fick-bed- 
Sorrows : — In contradi&ion to all theſe, when 
the fick Sinner ſends for them, and thus conſeſſes 
and laments his Sins, and defires Abſolution, they 
are directed and * with all le Solem- 
nity, even in the Naur or THE FATRER, Son, 
AND HoLy Ghost, to abſolve him from all his 
Crimes, and to declare him fully forgiven. Strange 
trifling with Heaven, and the immortal Souls of 
Men! How dare I, in the Name of the ſacred 
Trinity, ASSURE a Man that he is abſolv'd from af! 
his Sms, when I am Nor suxzE he is abſolv'd? 
Yea, how dare I thus aſſure Him, when the only 
Grounds of my doing it are but the ſame Signs of 
Repentance, which a thouſand Sinners give, who 
are yet held under the Power and Guilt of their 
Crimes © EP | 
In a Court of human Judicature, what would 
that Man be deem'd, who ſhouid declare in the 
Na:e of Gop, a thing to be done, which he is 
no! ſure is done? Or, call Heaven to witneſs to the 
Certainty of what he is not at all certain of? 
Is it leis wicked thus to trifle in eternal Affairs 
than in temporal; in the Church, than in the Slate; 
in the Court of Gob, than of the King ? Leſs cri- 
minal and profane in the Name of the facred Tri- 
nity, to declare a Man 10 le forgiven, Who may not 
be forgiven ; or, in other words, to call God to re- 
cord for the Truth of that, which (perhaps) is all 
the while a groſs Falſhood ? --- No longer Jet us 
wonder that Cries of Prieftcraft are pour'd in ſuch” 
loud Vollies upon our Church, as ſeem to ſhake its 
very Bafis, and portend it--- no good. add. 
IV. Another Abſurdity in this dangerous and 
deluſive Form is, That tho the Confeſſion be but 
ſpecial, the Abſolution is general. If his Conſcience”. 
be troubPd with any weighty matter, he is to make 
| | 1 


k. 


ther, 


ſhall obtain F 


3 


32) , 


a ſpecin! Confeſſion, and this procures him a general 


Parkes x he is ablolr'd from. a1 his Sid,” tht” 
by what Logick, or from what Scripture is this 


: 4 


Inference drawn, That a Contrition for ſome Sins, 


orgiveneſs of all Sins? Or, that my 
acknowledging to the Prieft ſome particular great 
Crimes, for which — Conſcience troubles me, 


| ſhall get the full Rei of all the many Errors 


and ities of my whole Life ? Wap 3 
W3zLL,--- but the fick Man dies,--- he lived a 
vicious and debauch'd Life, was a known Drunkard, 
Adulterer,--- but when his laſt Sickneſs came, he 
trembd at the thought of Death; ſent for the 
Prieſt, confeſs'd his Sins, and defir'd to be abſolved: 
The Prieſt by Authority committed to him in the 
moſt ſolemn Form of Words the Wiſdom of Men 
or Angels can deviſe, even in the Name of the Fa- 
c. pronounces and declares him abſolv'd 
from all his Sins, The unhappy Perſon thus 
dead, - comes now to be BURIED. Here the Prieſt 
in the Face of a vaſt Croud, who well knew the 


| » Man's wicked Life (yea, tho' he gave not the leaſt 
Sign of Repentance in his laſt Moments, and was 


known by them all not to have given it, but was 
cut down, perhaps, in the very Act of ſome enor- 
mous Villany ; notwithſtanding all this, the Prieſt 
before them all) ſolemnly declares, That God hath 


| taken to Hing the Soul of this our dear Brother, 
WW — gives hi hearty Thanks that it hath pleasd 
Vin to deliver this our Brother out of the Miſeries 
ee this finful World,--- and prays, that when we 


all depart this Life, we may reff in Him (Chriſt) 


4358 our Hope , this our Brother doth, What now 
* muſt the attending Croud think of all this? If they 


think at all, it muſt be either, | 5 
HF, That what the Prieſt hath faid is TRUE, 
and may be depended on as the Word of God, 


whole Ambaſſador he is ſuppoſed to be; and if 


R = 


3 | (335) | . 
ſo---my Neighbour, notwithſtanding the Debauche 
= which he lived, is now in a ſafe State _ 


5 by 
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is no ſuch need of Virtue to prepare a Man for the A 1 


future World, as Preachers, yea, as our Prieſt him- 
ſelf is wont to tell us. Remiſſion may be had in 
this World, and Salvation in the other, without 
breaking off my Sins.--- If I can but in my laſt 
Moments confeſs them to the Prieſt, he is autbo- 
rizd by the Hory Trinity, to grant me full 
Forgi veneſs. I ſhall have Peace therefore, tho I 
go on to add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt ; and however 
vicious my Life be, may have Hope in my Death 
that I ſhall reft in Chriſt, as the Prieſt declares, he 
hopes this our Brother doth. Thus muſt a Man 
reaſon, if he believes what the Prieſt ſays. But, 
Secondly, If theſe Pretenſions and Expreſſions be 
examin'd but by common Senſe, they appear to he 
all a ſolemn Farce, a ſhocking and groſs Delufion 1, a 
dangerous Encouragement to careleſs and immoral 
Living ; ſubverſive of Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
Temperance, c. i. e. of the Kingdom of Chriſt 


on Earth; and calculated to advance the Power f | | 


Prieſts, and to ſtupify and enſlave the Conſciences 
of Men.--- It is a public Declaration of the Prieſt, 
that he hopes for THAT which, in many Caſes, tis 
impoſſible he ſhou!d hope for. 
Vic, J have attended patiently your long Di 
courſe ; not that I greatly needed its Conviction 3 
for I believe there are few, amongſt our tiſe and 
thinking Clergy, whoſe Sentiments on theſe Points 
much differ from yours. But what ſhall we do---? 


the Law preſcribes, and we muſt obey. - Both the 
Caſes you mention, have often given me great un- 
eaſineſs, eſpecially the latter; the Office of Burial, 
Two of our great Archbiſhops, Sancroft and Til. 
lot ſon, freely declared againſt it; the former acknow- 
ledg'd he never took wh: Cure of Souls ae 
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tho the Rubrick was not enough to pin us down 
toits conſtant and invariable Uſe in every other Caſe, 
beides thoſe it excepts; the Canon comes after, 
and abſolutely requires*, That no Miniſter fhall refuſe 
fo bury any Corps that is brought to the Church or 
Church-Yard in such MANNER AUD Form as is 
Preſtrilèd in the Buck of Common Prayer; i. e. any 
one bat thoſe who die unbaptiz'd, excommunicated, 
or have laid violent Hands on themſelves. Aud if 
be ſhall refuſe it, except the Party deceas'd were de- 
nounce excommunicated majori Excommunicatione, 
be Pall be ſuſpended by the Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
from bis Miniſtry fer three Months, So that if a 
Man were ſhot dead in an Attempt to rob or mur- 
ger his Neighbour, or to break into his Houſe, or 
in raviſhing his Wife, yet when brought to be bu- 
Tied, we muſt thank God that he hath taken to Hin- 
ſelf, &c. and profeſs our Hope that be refts in Chriſt. 
Gent. Truly, Sir, your Caſe is extremely hard,-- 
I think your Conſciences deſerve Relief, much more 
than the inſolvent Debtors: And as I have the Ho- 
hour to be a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
FI would to my utmoſt promote a Bill for that pur- 
| 1 Tis a Reproach to the Honour, and mani- 
feſtly tends to corrupt the Morals of our Nation, 
and to baniſh all Faith and Integrity from amongſt 
us, to force our Clergy to ſubſcribe Articles they do 
not believe, and to addreſs ihe divine Majeſty in 
Forms they do not approve, but inwardly con- 
dem, It cannot but grate upon a generous and 
brave Mind to he thus fackled and pinu'd down.s--- 
Much more muſt it gall the Spirit of a well in- 
Prutted Cunisr lan, who is the Lon p's Freed- man; 
one whom Canis hath fet free from all human 
Authority in Matters of Religion; and hath com- 

nano to call wo Man Majer but Himſelf — 


5 Why. 
® Can. 68. l 


"ml 
Why do you not petition to the Parliament fdr 

Vic. To be free, Sir,--- there is ſo much Bigotry 
and Superſtition amongſt the Clergy thernſelves, 
and fo afraid are they, that if a fingle Pin of the 
Eccleſiaſtic Frame be pulPd out, the whole Hierar- 
chy will be demoliſh'd, that no Petition of this 
kind can be ever expected from them. No; but 
as the King and Parliament of England are the on- 
ly proper Fathers and Governors of our Church, 
to them alone it belongs to conſider and redreſs 
theſe Matters of Compiaint. 36h 

Gent. I ſhall heartily encourage an Attempt of 
this kind, being fully convinc'd that the Circum- 
ſtances of our Church greatly require it. A Spiri 
of Freedom and Enquiry is gone forth into the 
preſent Age. Nothing but what has Reaforn or 
Scripture to ſupport it, will now paſs for ſacred: 
yea, every Ceremony and Claim in Matters of Re- 
ligion, which is not thus ſupported, will paſs for 
Farce and ſolemn Mockery with Men of Virtue and 
Senſe: And as *tis only amongſt ſuch that true 
Religion can flouriſh, nothing can more concern 
us than to approve our eſtabliſh?d Doctrines and 
Forms of Worſhip to them. Let me tell you an 
Occurrence not quite foreign to the preſent Subject. 
I was lately in a full Room of Gentlemen of good 
| Senſe, when the following Article was read aloud 
from the common Nev-s-Paper.--- The Right Ne- 
verend Father-in-God the Lord Biſhop ß, 
yeſterday ſet out for a remote Pariſh. of his Diacaſs, 
to conſecrate a Piece of Ground for the Enlarge- 
ment of its Church-Yard, the antient Limits being 
too narrow conveniently v receive their Dead. 
It would have griev'd a good Churchman to ſee 
the unbelieving Smile it rais'd over all the Room. 
And cannot their Lordſhips' mate Boy Water, 
fays one, as well as holy Ground ? Methinks there 


F 2 ſhould 


(36) 
ſhould be nought in one Element which makes it 
more difficult or unapt for Conſecration, than ano- 
ther, Heaven, no doubt, has empower'd them 
for both alike ;, and one would imagine it as much 
for one's Soul's Health, to have the Body when 
living bedew'd often with holy Water, as when 
dead to lie periſhing in holy Earth. 
In former Ages, replied — — when My 
and Superſtition reign'd in awful Silence, ſuch a 
ſolemn Farce might have been acted without much 
Offence. Deluded People might flock to ſee the 
wonderful Transformation of unboly into holy 
Ground, and reverence the Man that made it; but 
in the preſent Age of Light, ſuch a monkiſh De- 
vice cannot lift up its Head without drawing upon 
itſelf abundant Ridicule : The moſt ignorant of the 
common People can hardly treat it with Decency, 
and forbear laughing out.--- I wiſh our Biſhops 
would be very Dang in ſuch Parts of their ſa- 
cred Function; left whilſt they conſecrate Church- 
Yards, they urconſecrate themſelves : If they dig- 
-nify "theſe holy Plats, tis with the Spoils of their 
on Characters; and however ſacred they make 
the Ground, they make themſelves n 
men. 
A third Gentleman obſerv'd, to bat le- 
vous and mad Purpoſes this falſe Notion of Holi- 
neſs had been applied by crafty Priefts. Tithes are 
- boly: No Government therefore, without great Sin, 
ean touch em, or alienate the leaſt Tittle of 'em. 
Tis Sacrilege, tis Abomination for Lay-Impro- 
: rs to finger this facred Treaſure ; and ſooner 
or later theſe Robbers of holy Church may expect 
Vengeance upon them. The Church's Walls 
are holy; tis the Temple and Houſe of God. Pa- 
 teftine is an boly Land; that ſuch ſacred Ground 
therefore ſhould not be polluted by Saracens and 
meg the holy Fathers of the Church, in the 
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ſpace of four Years; ſent over 600, 00 of their 


Children to wreſt it from them, who all died 


 Sacrifices upon it, and afreſh conſecrated it with 
their Blood. Yea, above two Millions of Chri- 


tian Lives, from firſt to laſt, fell in this enthuſia- 
ſtical and mad Attempt. That compleateſt Syſtem 
of Villany that ever oppreſs'd the Earth, calls it ſelf, 
and by many Ages and Kingdoms has been reve- 


_ rently acknowledg'd as, the holy Catholic Church. 


Yea, That livelieſt Image of Hell it ſelf, the Court 
of Inquifition, its Officers, Tribunal, &c. are all 

Hol v; even its very Jails are conſecrated Places, 
they are Santa Caſa, holy Priſons, Whither will 
not the Superſtition ; and Wantonneſs of Prieſts 
hurry them, if not curb'd by Lay-Diſcretion ? It 
looks as if the infernal Powers were ſporting them- 
ſelves with human Sottiſhneſs, and trying to what 


Depths of Stupidity they could fink *em. We 


laugh at the Egyptians for worſhiping Leeks and 
Garlick, and holding Cats and Oxen in religious 
Veneration : But will not After-ages more juſtly 
laugh at us, for conſecrating Stones and Timber, 
and paying a religious Regard to Houſes and Plats 
. . 

Vic. Not religious Regard neither; that would 


make it Idolatry. 


Gent. As to its Idolatry, look you, Sir, to that; 
— but that the Regard paid is religious, admits 
but of little doubt: You will not call it civil. Tis 


ſet apart by a religious Officer, for a religious Pur- 


poſe, with religious Solemnity, by Prayer, &c, No 
meerly civil Perſon is able thus to conſecrate an 
Houſe or Piece of Ground; no meerly civil Per- 


ſon (i. e. no one who is unbaptiz'd or excommu- 


nicated from the Chriſtian Church) hath Right to 


lie in this holy Ground; tis therefore a religious, 


not a civil Regard, which is paid our Churches and 
their Yards, And why it is not as great Stupi- 


dity 
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for Chriftians to eligious Reſpect to 2 
22 5 Earth or an as for Egyptians to 
e 11 cannot ſee; 
the two, methinks the latter is much the moſt 
excuſable. There is ſome Image of Deity, there 

i Life in theſe; in the other the? is none. 
And as you have mention'd Tdolarry, you will 
give me leave, Sir, to aſk, Why is Image or Idol- 
_ worſhipſo offenfive to God, and fo ſtrictly for- 
bidden ? Is it not chiefly, that it weakens Mens Be- 
| Hef of the Omnipreſence of the Deity, and repre- 
ſents Him as n more to one Place than ano- 
ther. This God reſents as derogatory to his Ho- 
nour, and injurious to the Car: of Virtue and 
true Religion: And yet, what is that Boing to- 
wards the Altar and the Eaſt, which is practis'd 
amongſt us, but a dangerous A ch towards this 
Popiſf and Pagan Worſhip ? For when the Con- 
gregation are e fark thogh from the Wt 
or the South, and devoutly worſhip towards the 
Ear, how natural is it for them to think that 
the Gop whom they worſhip is more preſent THER E, 
than in any other Quarter ; for if he were not more 
_ preſent THERE, why ſhould they thus ſolemnly and. 
conſtantly turn towards it? But, if this Practice 
tends to cheriſh ſuch wrong Apprehenſions in 
the common People, (who in al Ages and all Coun- 
tries have been too prone to debaſe and confine the 
Divine Majeſty in their Conceptions of Him) 1 
ſhall not ſtick to pronounce it a very dangerous 
Advance towards Idolatry and Image worſhip. 
From worſhiping romards the Altar, tis but too 
eaſy to Kere to worſhiping he Altar it ſelf. Our 
f kicked y know, 24 in ſome fuch Manner 
as this, the boring of Images at firft ſlid into 
the Church; and Fon ſo fmall a Beginning, that 
enormous Corruption which now overſpreads ſo 
by a Part of the Chriſtian World, chiefly a- 
| Vic. 


ps the Lon d's Bread, to thoſe. whom at the 
ſame Time they verily believe to be the Loxp's 
faithful and accepted Servants, and to belong to 
his Houſhold of Faith, — Till the Things you 


have now remark'd on, and ſome other that 


might be mention'd, are ſet right, our Church q 


can never hold upits Head with Boldneſs. In- 


fidels will laugh, will teaze and inſult ; and from 


the Abſurdity of ſome eſtabliſh'd Doctrines and 


Forms of orſhip, draw Prejudices and Cavils _ 


againſt Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
Thoſe who diſſent from Her will too juſtly 
retort upon her the heinous Sin of Schiſm, ſhe 
has long branded them withal; in as much as 
by her unſcriptural Rites ſhe makes a grievous 
Rent or Diviſion in the Chriftian Church, re- 
jecting thoſe whom. Chriſt receives; and caſti 
out from her Com ofe whom ſhe mu 
believe to belong to the Communion of Saints, and 
to be real Me of Chrift, 
Gent. To ſpe freely, Sir, to me it ſeems 
manifeſt, That a Church fo unequally pois'd 
with the Weight "of immenſe Revenues and Gran- 
deurs on one hand,; and with the Lightneſs of 
ſuperſtitious Forms and enormous Claims on the 
other, can never be well eftabliſs'd it carries 
the Principles of Diſſolution in its very Frame. 
—— Its 4 0noKrs and Wealth will keep _ by 
| | ou 


its Wealth. But . Mer is Compa- 
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